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(57) Abstract: A radio communication apparatus and a radio commu- 
nication method in which the communication band required to man- 
age a topology map can be reduced, missing of information due to 
collision can be prevented by controlling the timing at which informa- 
tion for managing the topology map is transmitted/received. The radio 
communication apparatus comprises means (14) for requesting trans- 
mission of bit field data generated according to the interconnection 
state of terminals and the list of constituent terminals, i.e. topology 
map data representative of the current terminal communication state 
viewed from the terminal, means (3) for receiving the request for the 
topology map data, means (10) forjudging whether or not the request 
for the topology map data is made to the terminal, means ( 1 3) for trans- 
mitting the topology map data from the terminal if the request is to the 
terminal, and means ( 1 1) for receiving the topology map data transmit- 
ted from another requested terminal if the request is not to the terminal 
and allowing the state of communication among terminals stored in the 
terminal to reflect it. 
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